LESSON 8

JAMES 3:10-18
Verses 10-12: 10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 

11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? 

12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.
Question:  If we are believers, how should we clearly show that we are believers through the use of our tongue?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Verse 13:  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you?  let him show out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

In verse 1 we are exhorted not to be many masters.  We must not be desirous of assuming the chair always - desirous to teach and to impose our standards on others.  But, if we are indeed to be teachers we must be wise and knowledgeable.

Question: What kind of knowledge must we have?
......................................................................................................................................................

Question: Can a person be knowledgeable  and still not be wise?

......................................................................................................................................................
Question:  Consider these examples for discussion  -  How does a person show that he is not wise even though he has the knowledge about  (1) the brevity of life?  (Read Psalm 90).      (2) the return of the Lord Jesus Christ?
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 13:  Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you?  let him show out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

Question: What is good conversation?
......................................................................................................................................................
Question:  Who is a wise man?

......................................................................................................................................................
Question: And what is “meeknes?

......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
Question:  Consider the case of the dispute between Abraham and Lot.  In what way did Abraham show wisdom accompanied by meekness?  Gen 13: 5 - 9.

......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 14:  But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.

Verse 15: This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

Question: Can a person boast that he is really wise if he has bitter envying and strife in his heart?  Where is the source of such wisdom?

......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
Verse 16: For where envying and strife is,  there is confusion and every evil work.

Question:  How does strife begin?
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
Question:  Would living in envy and strife lead to confusion and evil work?  Consider the relation between Saul and David and the consequent confusion of the Israelites.

......................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................

Question:  What do you  think will happen if there is envy and strife in the church?

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 17: But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without hypocrisy.   Explain what is meant by pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to entreat, full of mercy and good fruits, without hypocrisy. ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................

Verse 18:  And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.

Question:  What do those who sow in peace reap?
......................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
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